Protocol for teachers to talk with a class or a group after a catastrophe
After a critical event (a violent or terrorist act, a sudden death, a natural disaster etc.) it can be helpful to offer pupils in schools an opportunity to talk about their reactions, their options to deal in a helpful way with the event and the how they can handle the challenges of the next days and weeks. The aim is give information, correct rumors, promote their ability to cope and to know whom to contact when they have problems.

Not all the questions and recommendations may be useful in a certain situation. 

When some children are more affected than others they should have an opportunity to talk in small groups or alone with the teacher.

The focus is on coping with the event, not going deeper into feelings caused by the event.

A teacher who is on good terms with a class should be the leader of the talk.

We know that police is necessary to care for safety but in this special terrorist threatening situation it will not be enough. Integration of minorities is as necessary and attentive citizens are necessary to help. Schools(teachers, pupils, parents) can do a lot concerning the latter aspects.
Give information about the event
- What do you know about the event?
- Challenge rumors by correcting them
After the talk:

- collect articles from newspapers

- establish a documentation about related facts and or comments

….
Deal with reactions
- How did you get to know about the event?
- How did you react? We all do react differently and often in a way that is not usual because

   we face an unusual situation.
- What was really difficult?
- How are you now?
- What do you fear?

- How did your friends, your family react??

- How are they now? ...

...

Copings and reduction of tension
- What can be done to understand and integrate minorities?
- What can be done to reduce fears?

- What did help you when you were in fear in the past?

- With whom can you talk when you are afraid?

- What else would you need?
After the talk:

drawing, writing, role playing, games  ...

- Share emotions with classmates and parents, e.g. of minorities ...
...
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